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MSUMUN Statement on Mental Health 

Michigan State University Model United Nations (MSUMUN), the holding company of 
Red Cedar Model United Nations (RCMUN), is committed to fostering a safe and secure 
environment for all delegates, staff, and advisors. In this, MSUMUN operates with a zero-
tolerance policy with regard to any and all instances of harassment and discrimination. Further, 
MSUMUN is committed to promoting the mental health of its participants and requires all 
participants to act with compassion, grace, and understanding. MSUMUN encourages 
participants to step out of their committee room and/or speak with a trusted individual if they are 
feeling overwhelmed or are otherwise uncomfortable.  

Moreover, MSUMUN recognizes that some of its committees may include references to 
or discussions of sensitive topics. While MSUMUN values the discussion and awareness of these 
topics and a delegate’s obligation to accurately represent their assigned role, all participants who 
engage in any bigoted, racist, sexist, homophobic, ableist, or other such comments or sentiments 
will be subject to appropriate disciplinary action at the discretion of MSUMUN’s Secretariat. 
Additionally, in all things, MSUMUN pledges its Secretariat and staff to maintain 
approachability and inclusivity; if any participant has any questions, comments, or concerns they 
are encouraged to contact MSUMUN’s Secretariat or, in the case of delegates, its staff.  

All participants should be aware that MSUMUN’s Secretariat and staff are designated 
mandatory reporters with MSU’s Office of Institutional Equity while operating within their roles 
before and during the conference. 

 
 
MSU Provisional Land Acknowledgement 

“We collectively acknowledge that Michigan State University occupies the ancestral, 
traditional, and contemporary Lands of the Anishinaabeg – Three Fires Confederacy of Ojibwe, 
Odawa, and Potawatomi peoples. In particular, the University resides on Land ceded in the 1819 
Treaty of Saginaw. We recognize, support, and advocate for the sovereignty of Michigan’s 
twelve federally recognized Indian nations, for historic Indigenous communities in Michigan, for 
Indigenous individuals and communities who live here now, and for those who were forcibly 
removed from their Homelands. By offering this Land Acknowledgement, we affirm Indigenous 
sovereignty and will work to hold Michigan State University more accountable to the needs of 
American Indian and Indigenous peoples.” 

 

Maturity Statement 

By participating in this committee, you, the delegates, herein agree to censor your speech 
to refrain from making remarks that are negatively charged whether racially, ethnically, sexually, 
relating to nationality, religion, or any other venue of personal identification. Delegates found to 
abuse historical accuracies in such a manner may face repercussions up to expulsion from the 
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conference in addition to any action taken by the delegate’s school. All infractions will be 
immediately reported the RCMUN’s Secretariat. This Committee deals with sensitive matters. 
We consider them important to the conversation, but we also understand that there is capacity to 
hurt others. The Dias implores the delegates to debate ideas, and not people.  
 It is the mission of the staffers of this committee that all delegates, students, and people 
feel safe, and comfortable participating in this committee and conference. It is the goal of the 
Dias to ensure that all members of the committee and conference are able to be themselves and 
enjoy being themselves while participating in the committee. There are many types of mental 
health illnesses that many people are diagnosed with. The staffers will be there to make sure that 
all participants are able to learn and have fun in committee. If the delegate so chooses or feels it 
necessary, members of the staff can be available to talk.  
 

Rules of Procedure  

Article I: General Rules 
1. Delegates are expected to adhere to all regular RCMUN XII rules and standards of 

decorum. 
2. In the event of a dispute over the Rules of Procedure, either those of RCMUN generally 

or United States Senate: 2052, the RCMUN Secretariat will be the ultimate authority of 
appeal. 
 

Article II: Meetings 
1. All of United States Senate: 2052’s meetings shall be attended by all specified members 

of the committee, unless otherwise authorized by the RCMUN Secretariat. 
2. Unless otherwise indicated by the RCMUN Secretariat or United States Senate: 2052 

staff, all meetings of the committee will be held in the specified United States Senate: 
2052 room as designated by RCMUN. 

 
Article III: Agenda 

1. Items for debate may be pulled from the background guide but are not limited to what is 
explicitly mentioned. United States Senate: 2052 staff would like to see well-rounded and 
well-researched delegates bring new and relevant topics to the table. 

2. Any Committee member may make a motion to restrict debate to one topic. If this motion 
passes, debate shall be limited to the topic specified until such time as another motion is 
made to either change the topic under consideration or return to general debate. 

3. The Agenda is to be set at the beginning of committee, formal debate on committee 
topics may not begin until the Agenda has been set.  

4. A Speaker’s List may be opened at any time when motions are being entertained. 
Additionally, a delegate may request to be added to the Speaker’s List at any time. If the 
Chair is not actively calling for speakers to be added, a delegate may send a note to the 
Dias. 
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Article IV: Conduct of Business 

1. United States Senate: 2052 proceedings shall be conducted in the form of a permanent 
Moderated Caucus until such a time that a committee member makes a motion to change 
this.  

  
Article V: Types of Proposals 

1. Working Papers: When initially proposing solutions, delegates must first draft and 
present working papers to the committee. These documents will not be subject to a vote 
by committee but are merely a presentation of ideas. These will then be adapted into 
resolutions, as described below.  

2. Resolutions: A resolution requires only one sponsor, though it may have more. The 
number of required signatories is up to the discretion of the Chair. A committee member 
need only move to introduce a resolution in order for it to be considered by the entire 
committee. 

  
Article VI: Voting 

1. Votes may be entered as Yeas, Nays, or Abstentions. 
2. Any delegate who designates themselves as “Present and Voting” during roll call may not 

abstain on any matter.  
3. Votes on non-substantive proposals or procedural matters will be passed by the 

affirmative vote of a simple majority of committee members. Abstentions are allowed on 
non-substantive proposals, but not procedural matters. 

4. Votes on substantive matters will be passed by the affirmative vote of a simple majority 
of committee members. 

5. In all cases, a simple majority constitutes more than half of the Yea and Nay votes. 
 
Remaining Points  

1. Any rules and regulations are subject to change at the discretion of the Chair.  
2. If you have additional questions, please visit the MSUMUN Website  

 
RCMUN Prohibited Behaviors  

1. Killing other members of committee or members of the world in which you reside is 
strictly prohibited.  

2. No targeting certain groups through legislation unless as a means of reparations (ex. 
Cannot pass a law that disenfranchises Black voters).   

3. No sexism, homophobia, genderphobia, racism, or other targeted and discriminatory 
behavior.  

4. No drug or alcohol mentions in committee.  
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5. No swearing or use of other foul language at any time in committee whether it be during 
formal or informal debate and in papers or notes.  
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Letter from the Dias: 

Dear Delegates, 
I am very excited to welcome you to the general assembly committee of the United States 

Senate: 2052 of RCMUN XII. This committee will be tasked with debating many topics of which 
will be detailed in this background guide. Being a futuristic committee allows for much more 
flexibility than normal, at least policy wise. That being said delegates will be expected to 
maintain their character's position, whatever it may be. I am very much looking forward to 
creating an enjoyable committee for this year's RCMUN conference.  

My name is Nik Didocha, I am this committee's Chair and Senior Staffer. I am in my 
third year here at MSU majoring in International Relations and Sociology. I am minoring in 
European Studies as well as Latin American and Caribbean Studies. I am from Troy, Michigan, 
where I attended Troy High. There, I competed in MUN for three years. This will be my first 
committee as a senior staffer. Last year, I served as a Junior Staffer on Vive Le Québec, which 
was a committee based on the October Crisis in 1970.  

In addition to MSUMUN, I spend my time outside of school all across the campus and 
city of Lansing and East Lansing. I attend many of the MSU athletic events including, but not 
limited to, football, hockey and baseball. Occasionally, basketball and soccer, but less frequently. 
I also participate in MSUIRO, the competitive Model UN organization. I am very much looking 
forward to running this committee, which would not be possible without my fantastic junior 
staffers and assistant chairs: 

My name is Grace Fitzgerald, and I am a junior staffer. I am a Michigan State freshman 
majoring in International Relations and Criminal Justice. I am also minoring in French. I am 
from East Lansing, MI and competed in MUN at East Lansing High School. In my free time, I 
swim competitively and enjoy MSU athletic events such as basketball and hockey. I am excited 
to participate in running this committee! 

My name is Aaron Benoj Daniel, and I am the assistant chair for this committee. I am a 
freshman at Michigan State majoring in Pre Law-Political Science and International Relations. I 
am also pursuing a minor in Law, Justice, and Public Policy. I am originally from the south 
Indian state of Kerala but have spent the majority of my life in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. I 
have been an active member in the Emirati Model U.N circuit and have attended a plethora of 
conferences during my high school career. Apart from Model U.N, I enjoy watching tennis and 
searching for authentic Arabic restaurants in East Lansing. I am looking forward to an exciting 
committee session and may the best delegate win. 

On behalf of the Dias, we hope to bring you a unique experience in Model UN, filled 
with robust debate, innovative ideas, and new learning opportunities that can be discussed 
surrounding domestic issues.  
Regards, 
Nikolas Didocha 
Chair, United States Senate: 2052 
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Committee Specific Rules and Procedures:  

Role of the Dias 
 The Chair will be acting as the President of the Senate and presiding officer of the 
Senate, the Assistant Chairs taking on the roles of Senate President Pro Tempore and Senate 
Parliamentarian. The roles of each Chair or Assistant Chair are likely to rotate based on 
discretion of the Chair. The Dias will not act with prejudice towards any proposal. The chair will 
simply be a neutral arbiter and seek to focus debate amongst delegates. However, the chair will 
exert discretion if the debate becomes unfocused or irrelevant. Delegates will be able to ask the 
chair questions as they relate to positions of the Malina Administration. 
 
Rolling Topic Format 

During Topics A, or B, the committee will periodically be given updates on situations 
that occur in the “outside world”. Given that the Senate is only half of the legislative body the 
potential exists for passed resolutions to be amended in the House of Representatives and sent 
back to the Senate for debate. The committee will be able and encouraged to deal with them in 
addition to the topic chosen. It is expected that both topic A and B will be discussed during the 
conference. 
 
Working Papers and Resolutions 
 This committee will effectively operate as a General Assembly, with certain elements of 
a Specialized committee. All resolutions must be developed as standard working papers as this 
body is representing a functioning arm of the United States legislature. This will be the case for 
all topics that this committee will be debating. 
 All resolutions passed by this body will be subject to approval by the House of 
Representatives as well as the President of the United States. Those roles will be filled by the 
Dias. Should the House pass an amended version of the resolution or should the President veto 
the resolution, the body will have to either veto-override or amend and re-pass the resolution. 
Remember that the Dias takes on the role of President and can be asked about policy. The 
committee will be updated by the Dias on the status of resolutions and legislation following its 
approval in the Senate. This may take the form of opinion polls about the work of the Senate and 
what the people wish to see the body debate.  
 The passing of resolutions and working papers will require a simple majority vote. The 
majority leader of the Senate will not get to dictate what is voted on, and additionally the Senate 
Rule of Cloture will not be adopted for this committee. Motions made to enter voting procedure 
will only require a simple majority.    
 
Sample Resolution/Working Paper 
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Higher Education Reform Act 2040 
 
Sponsors: Senator Samuel L. Stanley Jr, Senator Jeff Judge, 
 
Signatories: Senators X, Y, Z, A, B, C, 
 
Recognizing the importance of education beyond K-12 in the United States, 
 
Understanding the difficulty of the modern higher education system, and its limited funding and 
high costs per students, 
 
Alarmed by the drop in students that are not attending higher education institutions, 
 

1. Allocates proportionally an additional 2 billion US dollars to all public higher education 
institutions, 

a. This funding can be used to repair and modernize buildings and infrastructure 
such as; 

i. Dorms, dining, and residence halls, 
ii. Classrooms and study halls, 

iii. Sidewalks, busses, and other methods of commuting around campus, 
b. This funding can also be used to eliminate unnecessary costs, in example; 

i. Textbooks, and other necessary school supplies, 
ii. School resources such as mental and physical health, 

iii. Potentially for registered student organizations that are mainstream on 
campus, 

c. This funding cannot be used for the followingl 
i. Athletics, 

ii. Payment of non-teachers or professors, 
iii. Pay or funding of trustees or higher institution officials, 

2. Mandates that all US higher education institutions eliminate the requirement of 
standardized testing to apply for said institutions; 

a. Research shows that standardized testing disenfranchises many students, in 
particular those of minority status, 

b. Standardized testing is not established to properly determine a student's education 
level or ability to learn. 
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Background and History from 2023 to Present Day 

 
Presidential Election History 
 In the 2024 Presidential election, incumbents Joe Biden and Kamala Harris win 
reelection by an even wider margin than in 2020. This causes the GOP as we know it today to 
collapse from the inside. With four years to recover and a weak Democrat nominee, the 
Republican party is able to recapture the White House in 2028 but with a very moderate 
candidate and by a slim electoral majority. The 2028 election gives us our second woman VP in 
Elizabeth Cheney, who was vital in reforming the GOP. However, following the census in 2030, 
due to continuing shifting of demographics and population centers not slowing down in growth 
rate, the electoral college ultimately favors a Democrat candidate. In 2032, this proved true with 
the election of a Democrat. The VP in this race is current President, Aninnik Malina. The 2032 
election resulted in the first woman President and first double women major ticket. In 2036, the 
incumbents were reelected by a slightly smaller percentage.  

The 2040 election season brings about much change. The incumbent VP Malina is 
elected to the Senate from her home state of Alaska, leaving the presidential race without an 
incumbent. Due to Democrat infighting, the 2040 election is won by a split ticket of a Democrat 
Presidential candidate and Republican Vice-Presidential candidate. While nothing spectacular 
happens during their first term, the split ticket is reelected due to their ability to keep things 
normal, stable, and calm. This leads to their easy reelection in 2044, the biggest modern electoral 
college win. With the President being term-limited and the VP choosing to retire from public 
office, the executive is open. In 2048, former VP and current Democratic Senator Aninnik 
(Annie) Malina was elected President, becoming the first Native American and indigenous 
Alaskan to be elected President. Elected Vice-President was Gabriel Suarez, also a Democrat, 
from New Mexico. With high approval ratings, and certain to win heading into the 2052 election 
season, the President and VP have committed to avoiding a lame duck year.  
 
Social, Economic, and Policy Background 
 Over the course of the decades between the 2023 and 2052, much has changed within the 
United States. Due to the outcomes of the presidential elections, climate change was at the 
forefront of policy decisions with the backing of the United States and the United Nations. While 
not everything is perfect, policy is much better than it would have been with in the case of either 
inaction or maintaining the status quo of US policy. That being said, climate change has still had 
many effects on the world. Many coastal areas have shrunk due to the rise in sea levels; however,  
this was not nearly as disastrous as predicted. While the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration originally predicted 10 feet of rising sea levels, these effects were able to be 
limited to only 5 feet.1 This caused mass amounts of the populous to move from coastal states to 

 
1“Sea Level Rise Viewer,” NOAA, September 20th, 2022, https://coast.noaa.gov/slr/#/layer/slr/5/-
9500000/3223800/7/satellite/167/0.8/2050/interHigh/midAccretion  
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the landlocked states. Protecting all the land and coasts of the US has become a unifying factor in 
US politics, including the universal acceptance of climate change. In addition, the idea of the 
government’s efforts to protect citizens has been more widely understood. While not every 
politician puts people first, benefitting the constituents has become the goal for most office 
holders. While climate change has been a major factor of US politics both domestic and foreign, 
there have been many different issues in the United States over the last 29 years.  
 The biggest growing domestic concern is resource management. Advancements in 
farming have slowed, and the massive decrease in oil reserves have begun concerning many 
despite major revolutions in renewable energy sources and storage. Many states are in dire need 
of rebuilding their power grid, potentially having a drastic effect should they fail. Managing our 
resources properly and preventing an energy shortage from all sources is key to the future of 
domestic politics. There is belief that the responsibility of such issues belongs to the states; 
however, there are also those who believe that is the concern of the whole country. Additionally, 
an increase of electric vehicles to about 60% of all vehicles could come to stand still if it is made 
worse. However, there are ways to avoid this. There are those who believe that we can use the 
expansion of the United States both physically and in terms of political power to help prevent a 
potential crisis.   

In addition to resources, many have started to request changes to the education system. 
The common core has not changed in the lasty twenty years, presenting significant problems. 
Progress is made slowly in the educational world. Even issues that primarily solved require 
maintenance over time in order to better society. In 2052, two thirds of States are now pluralities 
or majority-minority states, or states in which minority populations makes up the majority of a 
local population. This is mainly due to the growth of mixed race or mixed ethnic individuals, as 
well as the mass growth of Latin populations in Southwestern states.  
 The dynamics of countries have shifted over time, with many countries gaining 
significant power. Of key US allies, the European Union remains the same, with the 
Scandinavian countries growing immensely in power. In addition, the pink tide seen in South 
America in the 2020s has carried on, allowing the continent to grow stronger economically, 
reinforcing their strong social systems. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization remains strong, 
and it encompasses most of Europe now. Furthermore, in terms of enemies, the People’s 
Republic of China has continued to grow. While the Russian Federation has dropped greatly in 
power and sway, their chaotic tendencies mean they should be taken seriously. While neither an 
enemy nor ally, the biggest emerging power is the Republic of South Africa, due to their growing 
influence in the region.  
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Letter from the President and Vice President 

 
Senators of the United States, 
 It is with great honor that we write this letter, requesting your diligent action on a matter 
that we profoundly believe important. Puerto Rico has been a territory of the United States since 
1898 and has nearly two and a half million residents.2 It is high time that Puerto Rico is finally 
admitted as the 51st State of this great Union. E Pluribus Unum. Out of many, one. The motto 
that perfectly describes the formation of our nation. Thirteen original colonies forming one union 
to battle against the forces of the world. Our responsibility to protect, to support, to care, and to 
help, not only the people within our borders, but the people of the world. Our great states of 
Alaska and New Mexico are the 49th and 47th states, respectively. It is time to grow our union 
and our responsibility once again. Whether it be continuing to battle the effects of climate change 
the world cannot reverse or advancing healthcare institutions, the union must act as one. Fair 
representation to the people of Puerto Rico who have been under the responsibility of the US 
Constitution for 154 years is owed.  
 The Speaker of the House of Representatives has agreed to bring to the floor any bill you 
pass of relating to Puerto Rico’s statehood. The fate of Puerto Rico’s statehood lies on you, the 
Senators. This debate is so important to us that Vice-President Suarez will be personally 
overseeing the proceedings. Many of the last few Presidents and Vice Presidents were elected on 
the promises of securing our democracy. It is time that the democracy we have saved is able to 
be used by all of those who live under its protection, including those of our territories. This is 
even more important for the people of Puerto Rico due to the fact that they make up over 90% of 
the population of all territories. In the 2050 referendum, 65% of the American population voted 
in favor of Statehood. It is time we answer the call of the people. We eagerly await your action.  
 
Dum Spiro Spero                                                            Sueña y Atrévete 
President Aninnik Malina                                               Vice-President Gabriel Suarez 
50th President of the United States                                 53rd Vice President of the United States 

                                                              
 
 

 
2 “Puerto Rico Population (live)”, WorldOMeter, 2020, https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/puerto-
rico-population/ 
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Topic A: Puerto Rico Statehood 

 
Background 
 Following the Spanish-American war and the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1898, 
Puerto Rico became part of the United States. For the first years after acquisition, Puerto Rico 
was ruled by a US military government. This ended in 1900 with the passing of the Foraker Act, 
which installed a civil government; however, this was very different from the growing autonomy 
Puerto Ricans had started to receive under Spanish rule. Before the end of the war and Spanish 
secession, Puerto Rico was part of the wave of independence movements throughout Latin 
America. In 1917, Congress passed the Jones-Shafroth Act, allowing the people of Puerto Rico 
to become US citizens. In addition to becoming eligible for citizenship, the people of Puerto 
Rico also became eligible for the military draft. Puerto Rico policy would not see any major 
changes until 1948. Following World War II, Congress allowed Puerto Rico to elect its own 
Governor of the island, leading to four years later when the island would officially become part 
of the United States Commonwealth. This engendered more self-determination and self-
governance, causing Operation Bootstrap. The operation began a mass overhaul of the island's 
economy turning it away from agriculture and towards industrialization and tourism. Between 
1950 and 1970, around 25% of the island's population left for the continental US. As of 2020, 
there are around 5 million Puerto Ricans on the mainland. Mainly residing in New York, Illinois, 
North Carolina, and Florida, there is an estimated population of about 7 million people of Puerto 
Rican descent living outside of Puerto Rico. In 2012, the island voted for the first time in favor 
of statehood instead of commonwealth status. However, Congress did nothing with the results of 
the referendum. This happened again in 2017, 2026, and 2032. In 2040, the House of 
Representatives voted on a bill to adopt Puerto Rico as the 51st state; however, the Senate did 
not debate the bill. The House has re-introduced and passed the bill in each of the following 
sessions. The most recent referendum was taken in 2050 in order to prove that the people of 
Puerto Rico still were in support of statehood. This time, Speaker Avery Hayes (D-MI) has asked 
Senate Majority Leader Lucy Flame (D-CO) to begin the process, so the House does not waste 
its time. 3  
 
Things to Consider: Federal Funding, Taxes, and Institutions 
 
 Puerto Rico has struggled with a declining economy in recent years. Puerto Ricans pay 
federal income taxes; however, they do not pay other parts of federal taxes. Even so, Puerto Rico 
is ranked 19th in Federal expenditures per capita. Federal expenditures representing how much 

 
3 History.com Editors, “Puerto Rico History,” History.com, September 15, 2020, https://www.history.com/topics/us-
states/puerto-rico-history  
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money each state or territory receives. Eighteen other full-fledged states receive more from the 
federal government compared to what they pay in taxes per person. Yet, Puerto Rico is known as 
a “welfare island” which is also often used as a reason not to grant statehood. However, many of 
the issues in Puerto Rico are also believed to be due to lack of proper funding and lack of 
representation in Congress. The lack of statehood causes Puerto Rico to be treated as an 
international shipping and transportation hub. 4   
 
Things to Consider: Make up of Congress and the Electoral College 
 
 One of the biggest and most commonly cited reasons against Puerto Rico or D.C. 
statehood include the electoral college and the number of seats in Congress. Many members do 
not want to dilute the power of a Senate seat and are unwilling to expand the number of House 
seats. Established over a hundred years ago, the House was created to have 435 seats with the 
passing of the Permanent Apportionment Act of 1929. The formula for how seat numbers were 
determined was set in 1941.Delegates will need to debate whether or not to add House seats if 
statehood is the route the committee takes. Additionally, the committee must consider how 
reallocation takes place, how many seats to add, and the overall effects of granting statehood.5  
 
Things to Consider: The District of Columbia Method 
 Also known as the DC method, it is the manner in which DC got its electoral votes 
without statehood. With the 23rd amendment, Congress granted the District of Columbia votes in 
the electoral college without granting voting rights to its House of Representatives observer or 
granting observer Senators. This process was used to sidestep the issue of Statehood until debate 
on it was revamped beginning in 2020. Still remaining a non-state actor in the United States, the 
District belongs to a liminal space between state and territory.  
 
Questions to Consider 

● How important is the will of the people? Should the referendum be taken seriously? 
Could other regions hold a referendum and demand statehood? 

● Should Puerto Rico be the only state added to the Union? What about D.C, or Guam and 
American Samoa?  

● Should the number of seats in Congress be changed due to the addition of State(s)? How 
many? What about apportionment?  

● How should funds and taxes be allocated or re-allocated to properly suit the needs of 
Puerto Rico regardless of whether it is granted statehood or not?  

 
4 MacEwan, A, and  Hexner, J, “Puerto Rico: Quantifying Federal Expenditures,” 2010, 
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Arthur%20MacEwan%20and%20J.%20Tomas%20Hexner%20(Sub
mission%204).pdf  
5 “Permanent Apportionment Act of 1929,” History, Art, and Archives, https://history.house.gov/Historical-
Highlights/1901-1950/The-Permanent-Apportionment-Act-of-
1929/#:~:text=On%20this%20date%2C%20the%20House,delegation%20depended%20on%20its%20population.   
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Letter from the Secretaries of State, Commerce, Education, and Defense 

 
Senators of the United States, 
 It is with a great honor that we address you with this letter. On your agenda of debate is 
the topic of development in Antarctica. In the coming session, you will be determining the future 
of US foreign policy and potentially domestic policy. Over the course of this century, many 
changes have come to the continent and region of Antarctica. Even now with the universal 
acceptance that climate change has an impact on our day to day lives and was human-caused, 
there is mass fear of it worsening. That being said, there are advances that can be made in the 
region without disrupting the planet and acknowledging the fears. As secretaries of the current 
Presidential administration, we ask that you provide us funding and guidance for our roles. 
Secretaries Rehm and Cramer have very different objectives and goals depending on what you 
the Senators determine is the best course of action. Secretary Trostle is reliant on funding to 
grow and expand the fundamentals of United States universities and research labs. Finally, 
Secretary Biederman needs guidance on what new rules must be adapted for the potential growth 
of American businesses in the region. All of our roles in the administration and in government as 
a whole depend on what legislation you pass on these issues.  
 President Malina has directed us to follow the will of the people and their government. 
While the President is in full support of continuing and expanding our research and development, 
she is unsure of how the Secretary of Commerce and the Secretary of Defense should react. The 
rejection of the Antarctic treaty was unexpected and happened while the Legislature was under 
different control. The nations of the world await our action. They need to determine if they want 
to follow our lead or challenge us on wrongful actions. Whichever they may decide, it is time for 
us to act on this issue. Given the newness of the topic and the opportunity to outline the future of 
the continent, the President is open to hearing all ideas. We eagerly await your guidance. 
 
 
Secretary Anna Rehm     Secretary Ethan Biederman 
85th Secretary of State     50th Secretary of Commerce 
 
Secretary Ali Cramer     Secretary Gavin Trostle 
36th Secretary of Defense    20th Secretary of Education 
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Topic B: Antarctic Development   

 
Background 

Antarctic research and development started to develop with the International Geophysical 
Year (IGY) between July 1957 and December 1958. The IGY demonstrated the ability of more 
than 70 countries to participate in the study of the Earth and its environment, which led to the 
first multi-nation research program in Antarctica. The success of this program convinced nations 
to emphasize the priority of scientific research and natural reserves in Antarctica. Therefore, the 
Antarctic Treaty was signed in Washington on December 1st, 1959, and took into effect on June 
23rd, 1961, consisting of 12 nations: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Chile, France, Japan, New 
Zealand, Norway, Russia (USSR), South Africa, United Kingdom, and the United States. The 
objectives put into place were demilitarizing Antarctica, setting aside the dispute over territory, 
promoting international scientific operation, and allowing for peaceful scientific research among 
nations without political quarrels. From 1961 to 2048, the Antarctic Treaty could only be 
modified with the complete accord of all consultative parties. This includes all 12 original 
signatories and 17 nations conducting substantial research in Antarctica. Although global climate 
change effects are less intense than predicted in the early 2020s, the sea level continues to rise 
and ice caps are melting. Therefore, in 2048, the Antarctic treaty parties (ARCPs) met and 
unanimously voted to revise the original treaty. There have been multiple discussions about 
revisions and conversations regarding granting other countries the ability to participate in 
research. However, no action has been taken since, even though the previous regulations on 
military and research settlements have been unanimously overturned. 

 
Things to consider: Mining Regulation and Protection of the Antarctic Environment 

According to Article 7 of the 1959 Antarctic Treaty, "any activity relating to mineral 
resources, other than scientific research, shall be prohibited." Therefore, no nation may take 
natural resources from Antarctica for their benefit, and they must be used only for scientific 
research. Considering Article 25 of the Antarctic Treaty, the committee meeting of 2048 has 
decided to reject anti-mining regulations in Antarctica. They are now allowing nations to utilize 
Antarctica's numerous natural resources. In addition, industrial contaminants have been found in 
the ice, signaling an increase in adverse environmental impacts in the Antarctic area, potentially 
due to the authorization of mining for natural resources. Take into consideration that the 
"General Protection Zones" and "Special Research Zones" are up for review in 2052, which may 
also allow for potential automated mining in previously protected areas. Along with mining 
operations, special regulations could be set up to ensure that the regional ecosystems are 
protected to an extent where there will be little ecological harm while still maintaining profitable 
mining. 
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Things to consider: Technology and Permanent United States Settlements in Antarctica 

In previous conventions on the preservation of and possibility of living on the Antarctic 
continent, there needed to be more proper technology to permit living full-time in large 
settlements in such normally inhospitable conditions. However, today we have the technology 
needed to be able to not only start an Antarctic settlement, but to maintain and account for the 
growth of said settlement so that one day it can be used to further research the Antarctic in ways 
that we do not have the infrastructure or industry to currently support. In 2048, the previous 
convention's decision to disallow further claiming of territory on the Antarctic continent had 
been reversed, and the rest of the unclaimed land had been claimed jointly by the US and many 
of its closest allies which would allow us to be able to start our settlement on the newly claimed 
territory. 

 
Things to consider: Economic Activity and Infrastructure in the Antarctic 

With the newly relaxed regulations from the convention of 2048, economic activity on 
the Antarctic continent can now utilize mining for natural resources, industrial operations, and 
fishing. The Antarctic is a vast, nearly untapped region with many resources viable to all of these 
types of economic activity. Therefore, it could be used for substantial economic output without 
using American land or resources. With such an industry, however, also comes the need for the 
infrastructure to support such activities. In such an inhospitable environment, there is a need for 
safe and effective transportation of supplies to and from the industrialized areas and, therefore, a 
need for some sort of hub to handle such transportation, whether it be an airstrip, port, or any 
combinations of infrastructure forms that will allow the industrial growth of the region. 

 
Things to consider: Scientific Research Centers 
 
    Article 2 of the 1959 Antarctic Treaty states that scientific research shall be exchanged 
and made freely available between people and governments. Due to this scientific cooperation 
among governments and the uprise of new technology for living in previously inhospitable 
environments, there are now many new possibilities for research in the Antarctic continent. 
These include, but are not limited to, cooperation with foreign governments, full-time 
settlements in the Antarctic, and the modernization of quickly aging research facilities to suit the 
needs of modern scientific advancement. 
 
Questions to consider   

● Considering the massive decrease in domestic oil reserves and many other resources becoming 
scarce, should the U.S. stake claims and attempt to mine and drill in Antarctica?  
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● If mining or drilling is favorable, should the U.S. promote new environmental protection laws in 
Antarctica, even if there is a loss in natural resources from the claimed Antarctic territory?  

● Should there be settlements on the Antarctic Continent? Should they be internationally 
cooperative?  

● Should the U.S. use cooperative settlements in the Antarctic as both research stations and as a 
means to increase political cooperation among the international community? 

● By what means should we collaborate internationally if we choose to do so? Economic 
collaboration? Scientific? Military?  
 

How to Research 

 
Character Bios 
 The bio will give you a brief introduction to your character and how/when they got 
elected. In addition, it will give you the character's stance on the two topics (in favor, opposed, or 
a swing vote). The goal of committee will be to write legislation and further your character's 
agenda.  
 
What You Can Create 
 Unless explicitly stated in this background guide, ideas and personalities of the characters 
are of the creativity of the delegate. Certain topics will be covered in the bios and in the overall 
information sections about the topics and background. However, if there is something you would 
like to make your character, and it fits with the policy of the character we actually encourage you 
to do so. Model UN is supposed to be fun and there is no better way than taking on the role of 
your character in committee and being creative with it.   
 
Character List and Bios 

 
Alabama: Senator Camden Smith (D-Montgomery)  
 Senator Smith is in his second term, first elected in 2044. Smith was the first Democratic 
candidate elected to the Senate from Alabama since Doug Jones in 2017 after the country's 
changing dynamics. The Senator and State of Alabama are both in favor of admitting Puerto 
Rico into the Union. Alabama being somewhat geographically close (better than most states) is 
the main reason for this stance. Becoming a State will make commerce between the two easier, 
and the Senator believes that will be a win for Alabamians. However, despite his liberal stance 
on Puerto Rico, Senator Smith is opposed to Antarctic Development. Seeing the economic and 
scientific benefits of developing and exploring the new Antarctic land, the Senator is concerned 
about potentially continuing to melt the ice caps.  
 
Alaska: Senator Claire Benson (D-Juneau) 
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 Senator Benson won the special election to replace President Malina when she won her 
appointment. Despite being a newer member of Congress, Benson is influential due to her 
closeness with the President and her popularity in Alaska as the former Speaker of the Alaska 
House. Senator Benson is in favor of adding Puerto Rico as the 51st state, and hopes the process 
is smoother than it was when Alaska was added. When it comes to Antarctica, Senator Benson is 
a swing vote on the issue. Interested in how scientists can compare the southern hemisphere to 
the northern, the Senator wants to make sure land in Alaska and Antarctica is used appropriately 
for this exploration. While the impacts on the southern coasts have been the most prominent 
effects of climate change, Alaska has also faced numerous effects and any more downturns on 
the Pole regions of the globe could have disastrous effects for Alaska before any other states.  
 
Arizona: Senator Morgan Lynn (D-Camp Verde) 
 Representing Arizona since 2034, Senator Lynn has been a workhorse in the Senate, 
especially as developing immigration law has been concerned. In particular, she focuses on the 
handling of Climate Refugees and changing the nations opinion on refugees from its previous 
negative stance on immigration. Senator Lynn supports Puerto Rico's mission to join the Union 
as it will continue to shape the ideas around immigration as Puerto Rico will be admitted as a 
majority-minority state. When it comes to handling Antarctic Development, the Senator is 
cautious about expanding influence, especially if the US does it alone. Preferring to work with 
allies on the issue, the Senator also wants to make sure the continent is preserved for research 
and education purposes rather than business ones.  
 
Arkansas: Senator Robert Case (R-Pine Bluff) 
 First elected in 2028, Senator Case is the longest serving Republican member of the 
Senate. He is a fundamentalist, opposed to changing the structure of the Senate or any major 
factor of the government. As such, he is opposed to granting statehood to Puerto Rico due to how 
it will affect the current election systems and its potential changes on the structure of the House 
of Representatives. Seats have not been added to the House since 1913, and Senator Case seeks 
to keep it that way. While not wanting to change the core structure of the Union, the Senator is 
not opposed to expanding the reach of the Union, especially in terms of adding territories. Seeing 
the opportunity to raise defensive measures of the US and its allies. The Senator wants to take on 
the administration's hesitance to show force by expanding our presence in the region, although he 
does concede it should be with its allies.  
 
California: Senator Meghan Markle-Windsor (D-Santa Barbara) 

Following a decade of stagnation in prominent political leaders, the California 
Democratic Party finally recruited a good candidate to run for the Senate in 2042. One of the 
most recognizable members of the Senate, Senator Markle has become a staunch supporter of 
bettering the education system. In favor of Statehood for Puerto Rico, the senator seeks to 
combine her goals with this movement and better the systems for both Puerto Rican and 
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American children. When it comes to the ideas of Antarctic Development, the Senator seeks to 
prevent private enterprises from taking over the continent, especially if they work to prevent 
research. The senator supports another international treaty and American interests.  

 
 
 

Colorado: Senator Christopher Peck (D-Frisco) 
 A former 5 term Congressional Representative, Senator Peck won his seat in 2050 in 
conjunction with the current President. In favor of giving Puerto Rico statehood, the Senator sees 
this as an opportunity to give a bigger role to the other island territories that the US holds, in 
particular, Guam and American Samoa. The Senator believes that these populations should be 
given the rights of full US citizens despite understanding that the two are probably too small to 
each become states. While the Senator is in favor of giving an expanded role to the territories the 
US currently has, he is not in favor of adding to the number of territories under the control of the 
same government. For Antarctica, while research stations should be expanded, the Senator 
believes that the continent belongs to all the people of the world, not just the United States.  
 
Connecticut: Senator Ian Budrwicz (D-Hartford) 
 Originally elected by special election in 2041, Senator Budrwicz is a key member of the 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee. As far as Senator Budrwicz is concerned, 
Statehood should have been established decades ago, and the work his committee will have to do 
will drastically increase due to the delay. In addition, the Senator believes that these efforts that 
should be made in Puerto Rico should be made in similar ways in other territories. When it 
comes to the issue of Antarctic development, Senator Budrwicz believes that while research 
should be cautiously and jointly expanded, it would be a mistake to make drastic changes there 
without using similar environments in Alaska and Canada first. The Senator is also opposed to 
any drastic changes of the environment anywhere.  
 
Delaware: Senator Joseph Franklin (D-Wilmington) 
 The former Mayor of Dover, Senator Franklin became popular due to his ability to unite 
people as well as his role of President of the Conference of U.S. Mayors. Elected in 2048, 
Senator Franklin has been able to mediate between the two sides. While he is in favor of Puerto 
Rico becoming a State, the Senator wants to make sure it happens with the least number of 
problems. In addition, the Senator wants to make sure the spirit of bipartisanship is protected. 
Keeping our allies happy and our enemies in check is a priority. In terms of Antarctica, while not 
re-starting the disasters of climate change, he aims to aid in gaining valuable research. Senator 
Franklin wants to make sure the entire country is happy but also see that his party gets a win.  
 
Florida: Senator Marcus Alvarez (R-Fort Myers) 
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 The son of parents who moved to Florida from Cuba, Senator Alvarez won his seat in 
2042. The Senator has become a swing vote on the issue of Statehood. While understanding the 
arguments made against statehood, the Senator is concerned that statehood may actually be better 
for the people of Puerto Rico. In addition, the large Latin population of Florida in favor of 
statehood contributes to the Senator’s opinion. However, there must be clear benefits to Florida 
as well as the betterment of the people of Puerto Rico. In addition, the Senator is tempted to 
break rank with his caucus on the topic of Antarctic Development. With all the land lost to rising 
sea levels already the Senator understands that Florida is most likely to lose more land first. 
While understanding the economic benefits of exploring Antarctica, there must be clear 
precautions to prevent more melting of the ice caps on the poles.  
 
Georgia: Senator Jon Ossoff (D-Atlanta) (President Pro Tempore) 
 The longest serving member of this Senate, Senator Ossoff has been the sense of stability 
in Georgia and Congress. In his long service, the Senator has been fighting for both Puerto Rico 
and the District of Columbia to become states. While D.C. becoming a state is not a stop line on 
Puerto Rico, the Senator seeks to use this opportunity to further this. In an effort to get both DC 
and Puerto Rico as states, the Senator is willing to concede some of the non-pure research causes 
in Antarctica as long as they come with the precautions that protect the coasts of the US. Seeing 
this as an opportunity for it to be a win for both political parties, Senator Ossoff seeks real 
change for the country.  
 
Hawaii: Senator Katie Nakamura (D-Hilo) 
 The hand selected heir to Mazie Hirono, Senator Nakamura has been in the senate since 
2031. While never the one to jump in front of the camera, Senator Nakamura is a master 
questioner, making her colleagues defend their ideas, even when she agrees. Surprising many, 
Nakamura is in favor of Statehood for the people of Puerto Rico. The Senator believes that 
becoming a State will give the local governments more say than it has now with more of the 
Constitution being able to be applied to the island. The Senator sees Puerto Rico as an exception 
to expansion due to the fact that it is as close to a state as possible already. That being said, the 
Senator is opposed to doing the same in Antarctica and expansion as a whole. The Senator seeks 
to aid the nations that are in the region of the continent to continue exploring it and aiding 
research developments. 
 
Idaho: Senator Brylee Mckennly (R-Nampa) 

Elected in 2038, Senator Mckennly has been a critical swing vote in the Senate. One of 
the more moderate Republicans, the Senator is very passionate about protecting Idaho Farmers. 
She is willing to vote in favor of statehood or the status quo whichever will ultimately give a 
better deal to Idahoans. Senator Mckennly sees the opportunity and benefits of both statehood 
and the status quo. In addition, the Senator sees benefits of expanding research in the Antarctic, 
especially as it relates to the long-term sustainability of farming not just in the US but around the 
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world. While hesitant on some of the more drastic measures, the Senator wants to see the right 
thing done in both scenarios, as both can have benefits to the country if done correctly.  

 
Illinois: Senator Sloane Fisher (D-Chicago) 
 The former one-term Governor of Illinois, Senator Fisher was thrusted into national 
politics when she was urged to fill the seat of former Senator Duckworth when she had been 
tapped to become Secretary of Defense. Senator Fisher, first being appointed, won the special 
election in 2041. Thought to be a future Secretary of Treasury, the Senator supports Puerto 
Rico's accession to statehood. Acknowledging all the economic benefits for the people of the 
island, as well as the immense potential for advantages to the rest of the Union. On the issue of 
Antarctic Development, Senator Fisher is cautious about the current ideas. She is concerned 
about both moving people to new lands and upsetting other international powers over expanding 
our influence over non-historical US lands.  
 
Indiana: Senator Billy Durand (R-Carmel) 
 Moving from State Senator and Representative to being elected in 2034, Senator Durand 
has been a staple in Indiana politics. A self-described originalist, the Senator is opposed to the 
addition of any more states, mostly on the belief that there is a reason that for the last 154 years 
Puerto Rico has not been admitted, and that the District of Columbia must remain Federal land. 
In addition, seeking to expand US influence, the Senator is in support of the annexation of 
Antarctica and making it a territory. The Senator in both topics, seeks to grow influence without 
giving up power. While there can be some concession, such as in aid to Puerto Rico, the Senator 
wants to make sure it is measured, and appropriate.  
 
Iowa: Senator Hillary Beame (R-Cedar Rapids) 

A former State Representative, Senator Beame became the successor to Senator Ernst, 
winning her first election in 2038. Opposed to Statehood for Puerto Rico, the Senator wants to 
maintain the status quo. While she supports increasing financial support for the territory, she 
believes this does not require statehood. The Senator seeks to explore better ways to support the 
people of Puerto Rico with increases of aid and expansion of certain federal programs. When it 
comes to the issue of Antarctic Development, the Senator wants to expand research on the 
continent. In particular, she is interested in research on farming and ways it can be revolutionized 
to the modern world. The Senator is open to working with other governments but also wants to 
make sure that Iowans and Americans receive the benefits.  

  
Kansas: Senator Walker Mayo (R-Abilene) 
 Winning his seat in 2050, Senator Mayo is a traditionalist. Fearing the dilution of power 
of a Senate seat and wanting to protect Kansas farms, the Senator has come out as opposed to 
Statehood. Believing that the federal government is sound as is, the Senator is willing to give 
some concessions to avoid major changes. In addition, preserving the power of the US is why the 
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Senator wants to make major changes into how the US conducts itself in the southern regions of 
the world. The Senator is seeking to expand US influence without violating the sovereignty of 
other nations. Despite the criticism from other world powers, Senator Mayo believes this to be a 
good route.  
 
 
 
Kentucky: Senator Daniel Reed (R-Covington) 
 A former independent senator first elected in 2044, Senator Reed began caucusing with 
Republican Senators in 2051. His decision to join the caucus was mainly over the issue of 
statehood. Against adding Senators or Members of the House, Senator Reed is afraid of giving 
more power to the Federal government. Not necessarily sold on the DC method, the Senator 
seeks an alternative that keeps Puerto Rico a territory but gives some concessions. On the topic 
of Antarctic Development, the Senator sees both working with our allies and protecting the 
interests of private American corporations as equally important. As the Senator leans 
independent, making sure corporations or universities from multiple countries can work together 
in the region is important to the Senator. 
 
Louisiana: Senator Austin Wheeler (R-Colfax) 
 Winning the 2034 Senate election, Senator Wheeler has been a key figure in the 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation committee. The extreme love for his home state has led 
to his decision to be opposed to Puerto Rican Statehood. He fears the loss of importance of the 
Louisiana Ports. The ability to land closer in Puerto Rico and divide the shipment on planes 
decreases the need for access to the Mississippi River through New Orleans. A swing vote on the 
issue of Antarctic Development, the Senator wants to continue preserving the Ports. While 
intrigued by the possibilities of expanding scientific research and expanding US influence, the 
Senator is concerned about the potential environmental damages.  
 
Maine: Senator Maria Bells (D-Portland) 
 Following the retirement of Senator Angus King, Maria Bells won the 2030 Election. 
Senator Bells is a member of the Rules and Administration Committee. In addition to supporting 
Puerto Rico’s goal of statehood, the Senator also seeks to better the conditions and relations of 
the other US territories. Senator Bells firmly believes that the citizens of US territories are 
actively being disenfranchised, although the solution to fixing each situation is most likely 
different. When it comes to the issue of Antarctic Development, the Senator is most concerned 
with making sure all facets are on the same page. Seeing benefits to most of the ideas, making 
sure they are attainable and beneficial for the country are the Senators top priorities.  
 
Maryland: Senator Vipul Adusumilli (D-Silver Spring) 
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 Growing up so close to D.C., first claiming work there as a member of the House of 
Representatives, Senator Adusumilli won his seat in the Senate in 2046. In favor of adding 
Puerto Rico to the Union, the Senator is also in favor of adding seats to the House to make 
reapportionment more equitable. The Senator seeks to reform many of the nation's social safety 
institutions. In addition to expanding federal institutions, Senator Adusumilli wants to unify 
university efforts under one program that can provide quicker and tangible results for people to 
develop and use. The Senator also supports the Malina Administration's effort to demilitarize 
expansion.  
Massachusetts: Senator Joe Kennedy III (D-Brookline) 
 Continuing the Kennedy family legacy is no small task. In 2030, Senator Kennedy III 
first won his seat that had been held by two of his uncles previously. Senator Kennedy supports 
Puerto Rico's ascension to Statehood. The Senator believes that the status quo is bad for Puerto 
Rico, but that independence might not be the best change for the current territory. Senator 
Kennedy III also hopes to use this opportunity to pull the District of Columbia into Statehood as 
well. While his uncle worked to make space travel successful, Senator Kennedy seeks to make 
travel to Antarctica more frequent. While not necessarily in support of creating new homesteads, 
the Senator wants to expand leisure and research to the continent of Antarctica.  
 
Michigan: Senator Mallory McMorrow (D-Royal Oak) 

Following her career in the Michigan Senate, Senator McMorrow replaced Debbie 
Stabenow as the defender of Michiganders. Never afraid to be vocal about what she believes, the 
Senator has been fierce about putting the people first. This includes only making decisions that 
are best for all Americans. The Senator believes that statehood will be best for the people of 
Puerto Rico. While also concerned about certain agricultural effects, the expansion of social 
institutions to the island will be beneficial in the long run in Puerto Rico. When it comes to 
Antarctic Development, the Senator is fundamentally opposed. While in support of research, the 
Senator believes that it should not be drastically expanded, and the environment of the continent 
should be protected.  

 
Minnesota: Senator VJ Martens (R-Apple Valley) 
 Defeating Minnesota's longest serving Senator, Amy Klobuchar, in 2042, Senator 
Martens completed Minnesota's swing to favoring Republican candidates. Opposed to Puerto 
Rican Statehood, the Senator favors the D.C. approach; they would give the island a say in the 
presidential elections to keep them a territory. However, the Senator does not want to see any 
changes to any other territories. While opposed to dramatically expanding military operations in 
the Antarctic region, Senator Martens believes that Coast Guard expansion with proper research 
could benefit Alaska and Canada for how they explore and better utilize the northern half of 
Minnesotan land.  
 
Mississippi: Senator Chuck Steele (R-Tupelo) 
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 In an increasingly harder-to-win Mississippi, Senator Steele was elected in 2048. A swing 
vote on the issue of Statehood, the senator believes that the people of Puerto Rico deserve better 
treatment from the Federal Government. However, the Senator is not fully convinced that 
Statehood is the only avenue, and other routes may work towards increasing the quality of life. In 
addition to his take on Statehood, the Senator believes that the loss in money can be made up by 
taking advantage of the higher probability of natural resources that can be sold to cover the 
increase in spending. An innovative idea could change the course of history. 
 
Missouri: Senator Josie Timber (R-Kansas City) 
 The Senator was elected in 2042 after winning the primary against former Senator 
Hawley. A staunch Missouri Republican, the Senator is deeply concerned about the finances of 
adding Puerto Rico as a state. The Senator believes that both Puerto Rican Statehood and 
Antarctic Development is a bad idea and waste of money, not to mention how other international 
powers may react to both developments. While understanding the benefits of research and the 
possibility of natural resources, the Senator believes that private businesses or universities should 
finance these endeavors. The Senator remains committed to voting against both unless the budget 
can be balanced. 
 
Montana: Senator Herbert Johnson (D-Helena) 
 Winning the 2038 Senate Election, Senator Johnson was able to end Montana’s run as a 
split delegation. As the population has increased, so has the country’s lean to the Democratic 
Party. Initially coming from a long family of farmers, Johnson got into politics after his brothers 
took over the family business. The former state representative has been a defender of farmers and 
all Montanans. In an effort to increase Montana’s role in the economy, the Senator is in favor of 
Statehood for Puerto Rico. In addition to expanding with Puerto Rico, the Senator wants to 
advantageously use Antarctica for research and development, in particular on farming in the 
changing environments. However, the Senator believes that it should be done in cooperation with 
other countries.  
 
Nebraska: Senator Ryan Knoll (R-Bellevue) 
 A notorious figure on the Energy and Natural Resource Committee, Senator Knoll was 
elected in 2036. A locked “No” vote on statehood, the Senator is concerned about spreading out 
more resources. Concerned about the possibility of an energy crisis, the Senator is worried about 
taking on even more responsibility by making Puerto Rico a state. When it comes to the issue 
and debate on Antarctic Development, the Senator sees it as an opportunity to garner more 
resources for the US. In addition to research, both scientific and agricultural, the Senator believes 
there are extractive measures to be taken that can benefit both the US and US industries. Not 
nearly as concerned about negative effects of climate change as some of his peers, the Senator 
believes that the positives outweigh the negatives. 
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Nevada: Senator Zack Cisco (D-Moapa) 
 Winning his seat in 2040, Senator Cisco has often been described as a more moderate 
member of the Democratic Senators. The Senator is also a swing vote on the issue of Statehood. 
While disliking the fundamentals of its situation as a territory, the Senator is unsure if Statehood 
or another approach, such as the DC method, makes the most sense. When it comes to the topic 
of Antarctica, the Senator seeks to preserve its independence and global nature, while 
simultaneously growing the research abilities on the continent. The Senator believes that an 
international treaty is the best way to achieve his goals. 
New Hampshire: Senator Duncan Henson (D-Manchester) 
 Winning a special election in 2049, the former State Supreme Court Justice held a seat 
that had been a target to slim the majority. In seeking to hold onto his seat, Senator Henson has 
become a potential swing vote. While not in favor of independence, the Senator is swayed 
heavily by almost half of his constituents that favor the status quo and not changing the current 
makeup of Congress. However, if it can come with a win for New Hampshire businesses, the 
Senator can justify supporting statehood. The Senator also seeks to win over some of his center-
right constituents by taking measures to benefit New Hampshire universities and businesses in 
the research stabilities of the Antarctic region. The Senator thinks expansion can coincide with 
proper precautions to prevent re-igniting climate change. 
 
New Jersey: Senator Cassie D’angelo (D-New Brunswick) 
 Elected in 2044, a key member of the Foreign Relations Committee Senator D’angelo is 
in favor of adding Puerto Rico as a state. The Senator seeks to utilize Puerto Rico as an 
opportunity to begin the expansion of formal relations in the Caribbean. When it comes to the 
idea of Antarctic Development, the Senator is cautiously optimistic. In favor of expanding 
research, the Senator hopes to use this to build relations with our allies. As well as continuing to 
use our international standing for good, she hopes to potentially build better relations with those 
that are rocky.  
 
New Mexico: Senator Jesse White (D-Rio Rancho) 
 The former partner of Vice President Suarez, Senator White was elected in 2038. A 
former Congressional Representative, White was promoted to Senator following the retirement 
of Senator Ben Ray Luján. Supporting the accession of Puerto Rico to state from territory, the 
Senator hopes to continue bettering the Homeland Security Department and immigration 
practices. A strong supporter of the current administration, the Senator also hopes to block the 
American militarization of regions that are not America. This is why he supports research but not 
expansion into the Antarctic region. In the eyes of the Senator, Homeland Security and 
International defense are two very different topics that require different approaches. Senator 
White plans to back the goals of the administration.  
 
New York: Senator Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York City) 
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 Successor to former Majority Leader Schumer, Senator Ocasio-Cortez took over in the 
Senate in 2028. A strong supporter of Puerto Rican Independence, the Senator is the lone public 
opponent of statehood in the Democratic Party. The senator is very opposed to the potential of 
reigniting the flame of US imperialism in any form; the Senator is vehemently opposed to any 
action taken in Antarctica that is not done in global agreement. While agreeing that research can 
and should be done on the continent, the Senator believes it should only happen when sanctioned 
by the United Nations. A strong proponent of a new and strong Antarctic Treaty should be 
drafted and spearheaded by the US.  
North Carolina: Senator Cole Richards (R-Greensboro) 
 A former Lieutenant Governor of North Carolina, Senator Richards turned his North 
Carolina Senate seat back into the Republican column in the 2050 election. He is the sole 
Republican Senator to confirm his intentions to support Statehood for Puerto Rico. In favor of 
continuing to support his growing Latin population in North Carolina, across the US, and more. 
In addition, the Senator believes that Puerto Rico deserves proper election rights and abilities but 
that ideas such as the D.C. Method have the ability to disengage the people of Puerto Rico. On 
the issue of Antarctica, the senator fundamentally opposes an action that could continue to 
damage the condition of the eastern half of his state. However, the Senator agrees that research is 
vastly important to preventing another disastrous rise of climate change. 
  
North Dakota: Senator Bob Webster (R-Medora) 
 After being a key member of a North Dakotan Oil company, Senator Webster was elected 
to the Senate in 2042. The Senator is opposed to statehood for Puerto Rico. The Senator believes 
that our resources should be held sacred, and that giving statehood to any other land will 
unnecessarily deplete resources without any return. For this reason, the Senator supports 
expansion into the Antarctic region. Seeking massive potential for oil and other energy resources 
to be found and taken back to the continental US. The Senator is seeking support for these 
endeavors by granting growth of research and scientific development in the region as well. The 
Senator is a bulwark on his beliefs, and while he can be swayed, it is unlikely.  
 
Ohio: Senator Jacob Thomspon (R-Youngstown)  
 First elected in 2042, Senator Thomspon is an Ohioan, born and raised. A former 
Youngstown University football star, Senator Thomspon got into politics when he was 
convinced to run for State Representative. A defiant member of the Republican party, the 
Senator is never afraid to vote “No” alone. One of the Senators against statehood, his sole goal is 
making the swing-vote senators vote “Nay.” Convinced that it is a trap to spend more money and 
increase the power of the Federal government, Senator Thomspon believes that Puerto Rican 
statehood provides no benefit to Ohio. On the other hand, the Senator believes that there are 
benefits for Ohio in developing Antarctica. Whether it is expanding the reach of The Ohio State 
University or by finding more natural resources to be shipped through the Great Lakes region, 
the Senator sees it as a win. 
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Oklahoma: Senator Peyton Klochack (R-Lawton) 
 A former District Attorney for Oklahoma County, Senator Kolochack won his seat in 
2046. As with his history of the law, the Senator is concerned about the effects that would 
happen as related to the Constitution by adding Puerto Rico to the Union. While sympathetic to 
the cause of statehood, the Senator is a swing on increasing aid, but a firm “Nay” vote on 
statehood or the D.C. method. When it comes to the issues with Antarctica, the Senator believes 
that the United States should jump on the opportunity to remind the world of our power. While 
not wanting to anger our enemies, the Senator wants to remind those who are not allies of the US 
that they should be. The Senator supports any cause that will do this with the utilization of 
Antarctica, whether it is research, military or supporting our allies to take hold of the region. 
 
Oregon: Senator Hannah Woehrle (D-Bend) 
 Elected in 2032 Senator Woehrle (pronounced WUR-lee) became the right hand of 
former Majority Leader Klobuchar. Chair of the Ethics Committee, the Senator has prided 
herself on making sure that no person is harmed by the acts of the Senate and all of the Federal 
Government. A vote in favor of statehood for Puerto Rico, the Senator believes that it is an act 
that should have happened years ago. In addition, the Senator hopes to make sure that proper 
funding is distributed to make up for the lack of proper federal funding over the last couple 
decades. When it comes to the issue of development in Antarctica, Senator Woehrle is in favor of 
expanding research on the continent but against the idea of putting it on the track to become a 
territory. The Senate believes we have messed up the continent enough through climate change 
and wants to make sure it does not become worse.  
 
Pennsylvania: Senator Seth Robert Merryman (R-Oakmont) 
 A native to the suburbs of Pittsburgh, Senator Merryman was first elected in 2036. A 
former State Senator, he has spent most of his political career focused on small businesses. As 
such he is currently serving on the Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship. This 
focus on small business has led to the Senator being a swing vote on the issue of statehood for 
Puerto Rico. Remaining unsure of how the addition will affect Pennsylvania businesses but also 
intrigued at the opportunity to benefit and improve both Pennsylvania and Puerto Rican small 
businesses. On the issue of Antarctic Development, the Senator is intrigued but not sold on the 
idea of expanding beyond most of the current scope of US involvement in the region. Should the 
US choose to do so, the Senator believes it should be in cooperation with other regional nations.  
 
Rhode Island: Senator Ellen Tate (D-Warwick) 
 Elected to the Senate in 2048, Senator Tate is in favor of Puerto Rican Statehood. The 
former Professor of ecology, and member of the Environment and Public Works Committee is 
interested in increasing the study of the lasting effects of climate change. The Senator seeks to 
examine the effects on the islands of the Caribbean Sea as well as the Gulf of Mexico. It is the 
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hope of the Senator to also build up research abilities in the Antarctic. In favor of building a 
treaty to do such, the Senator wants to make sure we understand the consequences of what we 
did and find out better ways to prevent climate change again. The Senator also wants to make 
sure that the executive is held accountable to discuss treaties that involve other nations.  
 
South Carolina: Senator Dan Walkens (R-Gaffney) 
 The former Speaker of the South Carolina House, Senator Walkens won his seat in 2038. 
A member of the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, the Senator is 
concerned about the impacts of adding Puerto Rico as a state could have in that regard to travel. 
The Senator is not inherently opposed to ideas such as the D.C. method as long as it does not 
decrease the security of the US. In addition, the Senator sees an opportunity to increase US 
security by increasing the military presence of the US in Antarctica. Whether it is a military or 
coast guard base, the Senator aims to make sure the world knows we still are strong.  
 
South Dakota: Senator Alonso Mullins (R-Sioux Falls) 
 Elected in 2046, Senator Mullins was a former Lieutenant Governor of South Dakota. 
The key Republican on the Committee on Indigenous Rights and Protections (formally the 
Indian Affairs Committee), the Senator is opposed to Puerto Rican Statehood. The Senator has 
serious questions and concerns regarding the potential expansion of the federal bureaucracy due 
to the addition of another U.S. state. The Senator is also opposed to the regulation private 
companies in their exploration of the Antarctic continent. While not inherently opposed to an 
international treaty, the Senator wants to ensure US interests are protected and that other nations 
are not able to run the continent themselves.  
 
Tennessee: Senator Rico Longoria (R-Memphis) 
 Winning his Senate seat in 2048, Senator Longoria was a staffer for former Senator 
Marsha Blackburn before winning a Tennessee House seat. A major opponent of Puerto Rican 
Statehood, the Senator prefers the status quo of US formation and seeks to prevent changes to the 
functions of the current government. While not opposed to maintaining current aid, the Senator 
seeks to decrease Puerto Rico's reliance on the federal government. Despite that, the Senator is 
not opposed to increasing the number of territories under the control of the United States, in 
particular Antarctica, but there are other regional islands that are, in the senator’s eyes, enticing. 
Securing Antarctica as territory is a top priority of the Senator.  
 
Texas: Senator Carmen Hernandez-Delgado (D-El Paso)  
 Defeating Senator John Cornyn in 2032, Senator Hernandez-Delgado became the first 
Democrat to win a Senate seat in Texas since 1988. Never short of energy and passion, the 
Senator is eager to add Puerto Rico to the Union. While the state itself is more divided on the 
issue, its increasing democratic base is what got Delgado elected, and her favorability has grown 
with every election. In an effort to win over some of the voices in her state, that the Senator 
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alienated with statehood, the Senator seeks to advance growth and outreach to Antarctica. The 
Senator is also not committed to doing this alone, seeing that working with regional allies is a 
necessity for any progress to be made. The Senator is never shy of creative ideas but must 
balance domestic favorability with her ambitions.  
 
Utah: Senator Andrew Compton (R-Holladay) 
 Senator Compton was elected in 2046 and is the most libertarian leaning of the 
Republican Senators. An opponent of Puerto Rican statehood, the Senator is afraid of giving 
more power to the Federal Government, and he believes any addition to the Union would 
continue to do just that. With the right concessions, the Senator might be in favor of the D.C. 
approach. Despite his reservations about growing the power of the federal government, the 
Senator supports Antarctic Development believing it will grow US influence and build 
protections for the US. The Senator sees Antarctica as good for US military strategy, one that 
could ensure the protections of US interests and prevent another nation harming the region. The 
Senator sees the two issues as a balancing act that gives some say to the federal power and 
prevents it from growing further.  
 
Vermont: Senator Eloise Turner (D-Middlebury) 
 Becoming a State Representative after being a teacher for 25 years, Senator Turner won 
her seat in 2046. A lead member of the Health, Education, Labor and Pension Committee, the 
Senator is seeking to expand the protections and advance the education services for the people of 
Puerto Rico. The Senator seeks to do this with the increase of potential federal funds that can 
come with statehood. In addition, the Senator seeks to support US universities by aiding the 
expansion of research entities on the continent of Antarctica. While concerned about the 
environmental effects of increasing involvement in the region, the Senator believes that research 
can help lead to action to mitigate the negative effects.  
 
Virginia: Senator Lea Wong (D-Norfolk) 
 A former Navy Officer, Senator Wong was elected in 2046. While not native to Norfolk, 
the senator has called it home during her long career and post-career raising her family there. A 
member of the Armed Services committee, Senator Wong is still very passionate about her 
former career and the advantages Puerto Rico has to offer to the Navy. As such the Senator is in 
favor of statehood for the island to increase its military advantages. Given the effects that rising 
sea levels have had on the east coast, especially her home in Norfolk, the Senator is concerned 
about expanding actions in the Antarctic. However, with the proper precautions taken, it could be 
possible for the Senator to boost and ease navy operations in an increasingly necessary water 
route for trade.  
 
Washington: Senator Hari Sanil (D-Olympia) 
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 Elected in 2036, Senator Sanil is one of the more vocal members of the Senate. Always 
challenging for the longest filibuster speech, Senator Sanil is never afraid to speak out. Part of 
his prominence is due to his potential as a swing vote on the issue of statehood. Against 
maintaining the status quo, the senator is interested in whether statehood or independence is 
better for the island. Senator Sanil seeks to put the interests and needs of all people first, and will 
do that in any manner necessary. In addition to that sentiment, the Senator is directly opposed to 
increasing US presence on the continent of Antarctica. The Senator seeks to propose a better 
version of the scrapped Antarctic Treaty of 1959.  
 
West Virginia: Senator Katherine Boots (D-Morgantown) 
 The most moderate member of the Democratic Party, Senator Boots won her seat in 
2030. An understudy of former Senator Manchin, bipartisanship is the name of the game for 
Boots. In that regard, the Senator is a swing vote on the matter of statehood. Senator Boots 
agrees that the benefits of statehood exist economically, but politically, the Senator is unsure if it 
makes sense to alienate just short of half the senate. With that, the Senator seeks to win over as 
many swing votes as possible. When it comes to the issue of Antarctica, Senator Boots is all in 
on growing the research of US universities on the continent. While some have proposed 
establishing long term settlements, the Senator is yet to determine if that would be in the best 
interest of the people of the US, especially with unknown reactions from other countries in the 
region.  
 
Wisconsin: Senator Colby Jack (R-Oshkosh) 
 Senator Jack first won his seat in 2040. As a member of the Agriculture, Nutrition and 
Forestry Committee the senator seeks to preserve as much of the nation’s resources as possible. 
Given the strain during the height the climate crisis, the senator is worried about spreading out 
more resources than necessary. The senator would prefer to keep the status quo, with a decrease 
in federal funding. The senator is also not opposed to letting Puerto Rico become independent, 
allowing the US to cut even more of its aid. In addition, Senator Jack is worried about spending 
too much money on research in the Antarctic region. That being said, the senator can be swayed 
on the militaristic part of Antarctic expansion.  
 
Wyoming: Senator Jackson Tyler (R-Rawlins) 
 The former CEO of a multibillion-dollar business, Senator Tyler won his seat in 2050. 
The senator is opposed to adding Puerto Rico as a state. Instead, the senator wants to cut Puerto 
Rico loose, and let them be independent. Seeing both the status quo and statehood as bad for the 
budget. In the event that his goal is unattainable, the Senator hopes to make sure all aid is as 
minimal as possible. In addition to this, the Senator sees federal investment on the Antarctic also 
a waste of resources. However, he believes protecting the private investments that could exist on 
the continent is important. Should the US allow private entities to grow there they would need 
the Federal government's protection as they would in any other part of the world.   
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